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Revelation 20 is the only place in the scripture where the 1000 years is mentioned. 

 

Before we get started with the Revelation 20, let me give you a couple of setup principles 

to get us started. 

 

1) Revelation is a letter written to 7 actual churches 

Galatians 1:1-3 – Was Galatians written to an actual church? Yes – Was the message 

relevant for them? Yes – Is the message relevant for us? – Yes 

Philippians 1:1-2 – Was Philippians written to an actual church? Yes – Was the message 

relevant for them? Yes – Is the message relevant for us? – Yes 

Colossians 1:1-2 – Was Colossians written to an actual church? Yes – Was the message 

relevant for them? Yes – Is the message relevant for us? – Yes 

Could the message written to any of these churches mean anything different to us than 

what it meant to them? – No – the message is the same. 

 

Revelation is a letter written to 7 actual Asia Minor churches (Ephesus, Smyrna, 

Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, Laodicea). Now according to 

Premillennialists, this is not a letter to 7 churches but is a symbol of 7 different church 

periods. But these were 7 actual churches in Asia Minor. There are about 10 or so 

churches from Asia Minor mentioned in the scripture, why did they only mention 7? 7 is 

the number for completeness in the scripture.  

 

So with that being said, could the message written to these churches mean anything 

different to us than what it meant to them? – No – the message is the same. 

 

2) When looking at a prophetic book, you must use things that are definite to help 

define things that are more indefinite. You cannot look at certain scriptures and come 

up with you own ideas of what they mean based on your own timeframe. Hal Lindsey 

(and others) tells us that the locusts mentioned in Revelation chapter 9 probably refer to 

Apache helicopters. What would have Apache helicopters meant to a first century 

church? He would have been much better off starting with the book of Joel and realizing 

that the term locusts referred more to invading armies – rather than reading into it what 

he wanted to.    

 

3) The book of Revelation does not furnish us with any new information or concepts 

that are not found in the rest of the scripture. It states what the Bible says elsewhere 

only in an apocalyptic style.  

 

Prelude to this chapter – we have seen the extinction of all God’s enemies. Babylon the 

great – the world’s system and opposition to God – has fallen – chapters 17, 18 and first 

part of 19. At the end of chapter 19, we see the overthrow of the beast and the false 

prophet. And what about all the armies of these that sided with them and stood in 

opposition to God?  
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Revelation 19:21 

“The rest” can be proven to show that it refers to every human being who is not a 

Christian. It is God’s ultimate victory in His great and final war – the destruction of all 

His enemies – the last battle. This battle was mentioned in chapters 11, 16, 17, 19 and 

later in chapter 20. It is the photograph of the same battle taken from different vantage 

points to bring our attention to specific details along the way. That shows you that these 

visions from the book of Revelation are not to be looked at in chronological order. 

Throughout the book of Revelation, there are stories that are told over and over again – 

the last battle, the second coming, the final judgment are all mentioned many times. You 

will always misinterpret Revelation if you try to read it chronologically. Revelation is a 

recycling of major themes.  

 

And that is what happens between chapters 19 and 20. Revelation 19 concludes with a 

vision of the last battle – specifically referring to the conquest of the beast and the false 

prophet. Then beginning in chapter 20 verse 7 we find a retelling of that same battle – the 

fulfillment of Ezekiel 38 and 39 (same language is used) only with the camera lens 

pointing from a different angle. But in chapter 20, the camera is focused on Satan. So 

what about the passages from 1-6 in Revelation 20? They are a flashback. Once again, 

John recycles us back to the beginning of the New Testament period.  

 

What happens in the last verse of chapter 19? All the armies of the rebellious human race 

have been destroyed? So if we are to understand Revelation chapters 19 and 20 to occur 

chronologically, who would be the remaining nations left for Satan to deceive (20:7)? 

And how can it be said in 20:3 that Satan is prevented from deceiving the nations if they 

were all killed in chapter 19? Who is left to be deceived if you read this chronologically? 

But this problem disappears if you read Revelation the way it was put together – in 

cycles. Verses 1-6 are a flashback to the beginning of the New Testament period. 

So chapter 20 cycles us back to the beginning of the church age.  

 

Revelation 20:1-6 

With apocalyptic language you have to start with what you know to get you going.  

 

 

Revelation 20:6 

 

Priests of God 

So these verses mention that this group of people will be priests of God. Does the Bible 

ever mention priests? Sure we had the priests of the Old Covenant (of the tribe of Levi). 

But did they ever take part in a resurrection that we know of? No. Are there any other 

priests mentioned in the scripture? 

 

I Peter 2:4-10 

So all Christians are now considered the new spiritual priesthood of God. Did the Old 

Testament priesthood have anything to do with Jesus Christ? No – they were the major 

group that saw that he was put to death. So this seems to be pointing to that New 
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Testament priesthood. But have they undergone a resurrection that others have not? We 

will come back to that.   

 

Does Christ Reign Now? 

This verse also mentions a group reigning with Christ. Does Christ reign now? 

 

I Corinthians 15:23-25 

Christ reigns now – from His death to His second coming. Where is He currently sitting? 

 

Acts 2:30-31 

Hebrews 1:3,8 
He is currently sitting at the right hand of God 

 

Groups reigning with Christ? 

So Christ reigns now. Are there any groups out there right now that reign with Him?    

 

Ephesians 2:4-6 

So Christians have been raised and are sitting with Jesus Christ now. 

 

Romans 5:17 
So Christians reign with Christ now. 

 

Christian Resurrection 

Is there a resurrection that Christians undergo that non-Christians do not? In our earlier 

studies, how many bodily resurrections does the scripture record are going to happen? – 

One 

 

John 5:28-29 

So these physical resurrections are going to take place for an hour that is coming. This is 

still a future event. 

 

John 5:25 

So this says that an hour is coming and now is when folks will come out of the tombs and 

live. So does this mean there are resurrections going on today? I am assuming they are 

not referring to the Pentecostal churches where there are folks supposedly raised from the 

dead. So what is the first resurrection that Christian undergo that non-Christians do not 

get to undergo? This says they will come out of their tombs and live. 

 

Romans 6:1-11 

Christians have undergone a spiritual resurrection in their immersion into Christ. 

 

Colossians 2:9-13  

Christians have undergone a spiritual resurrection in their immersion into Christ. 
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John 3:3-5 

We are now part of the kingdom of God through our immersions into Jesus Christ. We 

are now those that reign with Christ through our immersions into Jesus Christ. 

 

So in trying to sum these topics up: 

Revelation 1:4-6 

Revelation 5:9-10  

So Christians are the current priests of God in His kingdom and they reign with Christ 

now.  

 

Second Death 

What is the second death that Revelation 20:6 mentions? 

Revelation 20:14 – it is the eternal judgment to come. 

 

 

  


